DISEASES OF CHRONIC AIRFLOW OBSTRUCTION               (Dr. R. G. Hegele)

LECTURE OBJECTIVES:
1. Understand that diseases of chronic airflow obstruction include asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and bronshiectasis.

2. Distinguish between reversible and fixed airflow obstruction, and the conditions associated with each.

3. For asthma:

(A) Describe the common triggers of acute exacerbations of asthma and classify them as allergic or non-allergic;

(B) Understand the pathophysiology that leads to increased airway narrowing in asthma, with emphasis on the so-called “early” and “late” asthmatic responses;

(C) Describe the gross and histopathological features of asthma.

4. For COPD:

(A) Understand how chronic bronchitis, small airways disease and emphysema are defined (i.e., clinical vs. pathological criteria);

(B) Describe the gross and histopathological features of chronic bronchitis, small airways disease and emphysema.

5. For bronchiectasis:

(A) Understand that bronchiectasis is not a specific entity, but a process that can result from a variety of non-obstructive and obstructive causes;

(B) Describe the gross and microscopic features of bronchiectasis.

