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ADENOMA

‑
benign epithelial neoplasm that forms glandular patterns;

ANAPLASIA


the lack of mature characteristics in a cancer cell;

ANEUPLOIDY
‑

having more than, or less than, an exact multiple of the normal diploid (46) or haploid (23) number of chromosomes;

AUTONOMY

‑
functional independence of cells:  i.e. loss of growth control mechanisms;

BENIGN

‑
neoplasms that do not destructively invade surrounding tissues or metastasize;

BIOPSY

‑
sample of tissue removed from a living subject for pathological examination;

BLASTOMA

‑
tumor derived from multipotential embryonic cells;

CACHEXIA

‑
loss of body weight and wasting;

CANCER

‑
generic term for a malignant neoplasm;

CARCINOGENESIS
‑
cancer production;

CARCINOMA
‑

malignant neoplasm derived from the epithelial tissues, e.g. breast carcinoma;

DIFFERENTIATION 
‑ 
the extent to which tumor cells resemble comparable normal cells in both appearance and function;

DYSPLASIA


(epithelial) alterations in normal size, shape and organization of cells;

HYPERPLASIA
‑

increased number of cells;

HYPERTROPHY
‑
increase in cell size but not number;

LYMPHOMA
‑

malignant neoplasm showing differentiation toward cells native to lymphoid tissues;

MALIGNANT
‑

a type of neoplasm with the potential to destructively invade local tissues or metastasize;

MELANOMA
‑

malignant neoplasm of pigment cell origin;

METAPLASIA
‑

a reversible replacement of one mature cell type with another not normally found in that location;

METASTASIS(n)
‑
the spread of cancer cells to a site distant from the original tumor;  a characteristic of malignant cells;

METASTASIZE(v)
‑
to spread to different and distant sites;

MUTAGEN

‑
an agent that produces a fixed alteration in DNA;

NEOPLASM
‑
new growth, i.e. growth which exceeds and is uncoordinated with that of surrounding normal tissues and persists after withdrawal of the initiating stimulus;

ONCOGENES
‑
genes that produce products associated with neoplastic transformation;

POLYP
‑
a mucosal tumor which produces a macroscopic projection;

PROTOONCOGENES
‑
normal cellular genes that produce products controlling growth and differentiation of cells;

SARCOMA
‑
cancer showing mesenchymal differentiation;

TERATOMA
‑
tumor made of cell types representative of more than one germ cell layer;

TRANSFORMATION
‑
change in growth characteristic of target cell that is maintained in subsequent generations of daughter cells;

TUMOR SUPPRESSOR

   GENES
‑
genes that produce products that down regulate cell growth;

TUMOR
‑
common term for any neoplasm (sometimes also used for non‑neoplastic masses).
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